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AL-BURDA BY AL-BOUSAIRY
A LITERARY AND FOLKLORIC READING

This study is a theoretical approach to the reinterpretation\of the poems written in praise
of Prophet Mohammad, known in Arabic as Al-Nabawiyyat, a poetic art ranking highest
during the Mameluke Age (1250-1517). This type of Poetry portrays a symbolic yearning in
terms of place, time and sentiments to the heroic age of the Prophet. It was desperately

motivated by the tyrannic political, economic and social tfactorsdominating the Mameluke
Age.

These factors had their obvious impact on the artistic structure and the compensatory
functions of the Mameluke poetry both psychologically and intelleetually, an artistic trend
which usually marks the ages of tyranny and despotism.

The study is, therefore, and application of this theoretical approach to the analysis and
reinterpretation of Al-Bousairy's Al-Burda :the fongest and most famous of Al-Nabawiyyat,
Were it not for its seepest impact on popular Arab sentiments and mentality, it would not have
been able to fulfil. its vital functions on Arab collective consciousness

This is a sufficient reason to reconsider Al-Burda, and reread it, perhaps for the first
time, from a folkloric point of view.
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